The following lesson plan was originally used in a ninth grade special education biology class. Students require some background knowledge on the characteristics of the five major divisions of life ("kingdoms"). For the purposes of this lesson, prokaryotes ("bacteria") are recombined into one major group, the Monerans. To adapt this lesson for a more advanced group, find additional reproducible illustrations that clearly show the differences between Archaea and Bacteria.
Aim 3. Hands-on activity: Students will be organized in groups of three or four. In groups, students will use poster board to draw a large table with five columns representing the five kingdoms of lifeMonerans, Protists, Fungi, Plants, and Animals (this chart will be modeled on the board for students to follow.) Students will then take the handouts, cut out the images of different organisms, and arrange them by taxonomic kingdom using their notes from previous lessons and intergroup discussion.
Closing discussion:
Students prepare a brief written response to the following question to share with the class: ▪If every organism on Earth fits into one of the five kingdoms, where does the human species fit in? Why?
Students then discuss their response during the final moments of class.
Homework:
In three to four complete sentences, answer the following question:
▪What would happen if someone told you that humans were not animals? How would you explain to them that we actually are? Evo Edu Outreach (2008) 
